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(The^ Triumph of Trivia 


^Xike not a few other good things, 
Jie test of relevance was marked 
lousy when appropriated by the radi- 
cals of the last decade. But a turn- 
about is on the way. 

i^untry is being confused, 
and the public dialogue debased, by 
phony Issues that sound fascinating 
Dut have no connection with serious 
pracUcal problems. Because the test 
of relev^ce is being ignored, in other 
words, toe country now systematically 
avoids toe truly hard and important 
central questions of managing the 
economy. ® 

The most glaring case of bogus fuss 
is toe recent blather over toe investi- 
gation by the Warren Commission into 
the assassination of President Ken- 
ney. Here I find myself in the pain- 
having ,to take issue 
ydto a journalist of high ablHty whom 
I like and admire. 

Tad Szulc has gone through the 
minutes, now made public, of 13 pre- 
viously s^ret sessions of the Warren 
Commission, Mr. Szulc’s analysis 
sh^s what many of us long ago sus- 
pected about toe members of toe War- 
ren Commission. 

^e late Chief Justice Warren was 
s^-centered to a degree and had only 
the ^mmest idea of how to run a 
criminal invesUgaUon. The eminent 
lawyer John McCloy was equally vain 
and seemed preoccupied about making 
otoer appointments. The late Sen 
Richard Russell seemed to be mainly 
concerned with “defendin' the honor 
of the South, suh.” 


The country is being confused, and the 
public dialogue debased, by phony issues 
that sound fascinating but have no connection 
with serious practical problems/’ 
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All of the commission members 
were, worried by wholly uncxamlned 
notions of public opinion. They had 
no good way of testing the reports 
and views of the Federal Bureau of 
pivestigation, and they were scared 
to cross J. Edgar Hoover. They re- 
coiled at analyzing anything that 
seemed mixed up with national secur- 
ity. They behaved in the way Yeats 
meant when he spoke so contemp- 
tuously of “a 60-year-old smiling public 
man." ; 

But in fact the Investigation was 
^ by the conunlssion staff and the 
FBI. It produced overwhelming evi- 
dence that Lee Oswald, acting on his 
o^s assassinated President Kennedy. 
That evidence is in no way shaken 
by the new material. There is no hint 
that somebody else pulled the trigger 
or that Osw^d had an accomplice. 
Thus there is no reason for reopening 
disturbing the 
public. The whole issue fails the test 
of relevancy. 


A second case in point emerges 
from Senate InvesUgatlon into the 
domesUc activities of the Central In- 
telligence Agency." The committee 
has shown — in a careful and responsi- 
hie way — that there were grave abuses. 
Orters were Ignored or deliberately 
misunderstood: the miOI and phone 
calls of Important and ordinary people 
were Illegitimately intercepted. Dissi- 
dent movements were not only pen- 
etrate but whipped on to excesses. 

But that has not been enough for 
the most overrated man in the con- 
pess— Barry Goldwater. Without do- 
ing any serious work, without parinv 
any attention to the detailed hearings 
^thout even bothering to think mat- 
tera through. Sen. Goldwater has 
flaUy asserted that the CIA, acting 
undw oeeis from the Kennedy ad- 
ministration, tried to kill Fidel Castro. 
Once again there is big news— almost 
certainly false — ^that bears no rele- 
vMce to the issue of reforming the 
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Somewhat In the same vein, I am 
aMd is the recent foray against the 
CW by a special investigating com- 
mittee of the House. Without any 
serious background or original re- 

'^“ralttee headed by Otis 
Pike, a New York Democrat, is going 
^ter wlwt it has decided are intelli- 
fhf I Vietnam, Cyprus and 

toe last Middle East war. Headlines 
are being produced, and maybe even 
dPnf>r Congress of toe Presi- 

f«cutlve privilege. It is apt to 

iMuse is usjtig phony reasons for with- 
holding InformaUon from the Con- 
^es8 and toe public. But in fact Mr 
Pike and his committee have not be- 
^ to do toe kind of work that woiSd 
^e an tovestIgaUon of this coun- 
^^8 inteUigence operaUons depend- 

of all this is not that 
the Wawen Commission or the Ken- 
nedy administration or the CIA is 
invesUgaUon, 
oUffhf inquiries, they 

^ght to be relevant to serious practi- 
^ problem^not just dimly connect- 
i“Tid words and celebrated 
nanies. As of now, the country is 
attention. 

I pivia is triumphant. In the process it 
is awi^g toe truly difficult problem 
I central to us aU, toe problem of r^ 
ning toe economy in a way that does 

or recession 

or inflaUon as a way of life. 
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